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Abstract: Animal metaphors are commonly seen in daily language and often appears in nursery rhymes. With the
Great Chain of Being as the thearetical framework, this study deeply analyzes and compares the animal metaphors in 896
Cantonese and English nursery rhymes from the cognitive linguistic perspective by classifying them and interpreting their
formed images. It is found that the number of animal metaphors in Cantonese nursery rhymes is much higher than that
in English nursery rhymes for Cantonese is a dialect of the Chinese language, which belongs to imagery languages.
Besides, although in some way animal metaphors in Cantonese and English nursery rhymes are similar from the
perspective of their educational functions, due to the cultural differences between the Cantonese-English ethnic groups,
animal metaphors in Cantonese and English nursery rhymes present the cultural characteristics of Cantonese and English
respectively in terms of the source domains, their metaphorical connotation and mappings. This study may provide some
reference for the translation and inheritance of Gantonese and English nursery rhymes, helping to pass down and
communicate the local culture, so as to realize the purposes of creating and spreading nursery rhymes.
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linguistics, and second language acquisition.
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(1) 172 ERIEhYIEES

Two little dragons lived in a wood,
One was bad and one was good,
One went walking straight to school,

One went fishing in Cranberry pool,
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Would you be bad or would you be good?
——Hii#€ g Two Little Dragons

I had a little hen, the prettiest ever seen,
She washed up the dishes and kept the house clean.
She went to the mill to fetch us some flour.

—HiER Little Hen

The lion and the unicorn were fighting for the crown,
The lion beat the unicorn all around the town.

— 82 H The Lion and the Unicorn

L =P At AR 1 B ) B T A 4 4% 4R 50 73l 2% dragon () chen (B EE) | lion (Fi§) A1 unicorn ( 5 £
BR) o DERBINEY A B AR, 38 S B 44 A Bl 8% (walk to school) | 4  (go fishing) \ Y #E (wash up the
dishes) 5 NFARYAT 25, T = B BE 508 5 SR 48 N BAROAT AT T 80, B B A ALY IE R85 BT AR
i AR AT 2 B SR RERE DL S S PO . T B O R b, Ll AR AR A SR 2T R
BURYAZ T, T R HE AT £, 5 | A6 G B I 2 — B B A B 4% 7 Little Hen (/NBESE) 15 15 # O RIVEHL 2y
e o 14 R AT, 465 AR TR 10 SO B LA S B v BT /IR | 9 BT 2%, BERE D [ /RS JARTR 1 2 K
ML L T B A R R Al LA BR K B B, A {8 5 e 1) A P VAR SR AL M R A R AT R B LR
GRBEMLE . [ LA A R ) A A R, 7 Bk b Ao 2 2 A e T B, AT A TR W 3 17 tiEACw) B
ARG IER L o T AT~ 0T 8 AR R 20 ol S R FH R B O AR 38, e RS 12 A2 AR BE 2, LB
A7 Ry eSS 5 Ml 14 JER S A, LSS R 14 7 8 4 2 R 5 e A ) JBR v SO A B R A

(2) whah b pyBhP FEme

Baa, baa, black sheep,

Have you any wool?

Yes Sir, Yes Sir.

One for the master,

One for the dame,

And one for the little boy

—fii# H Baa, Baa, Black Sheep

Goosey, goosey gander
Whither shall I wander?
Upstairs, and downstairs

And in my lady’s chamber.
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—fiT# H Goosey, Goosey Gander
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