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Abstract: Academic papers have always been the formal style of maintaining fairness and objectivity, and the research
experiment process and research results should be presented with a rigorous and calm scientific attitude. However, some
scholars believe that the use of some “informality features” in academic papers can “persuade” readers to accept their
own views. Therefore, the formal degree of style in academic papers has always been the focus of academic writing.
Based on the theory of 10 informal styles proposed by Swales and Chang (1999), this paper studies the features of
informality in abstracts of academic papers on soft science and hard science published by Chinese scholars in international
journals to provide some enlightenment for academic writing of second language learners of different majors. It is found
that informal words or sentences are frequently used in abstracts of papers in hard science journals, and the requirements
for stylistic features are more tolerant. However, the style of writing in abstracts of journals of social science is more
formal and cautious.
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List of informal features:

1. First person pronouns to refer to the author(s) (I and we) e.g., “I will approach this issue in a roundabout way. ”

2. Unattended anaphoric pronouns ( this, these, that, those, it) that can refer to antecedents of varying length. e. g. , “This is his

raw material. ”

3. Split infinitives - an infinitive that has an adverb between to and the verb stem. e. g., “The president proceeded to sharply

admonish the reporters. ”

4. Sentence initial conjunctions or conjunctive adverbs. e. g. , “And I will blame her if she fails in these ways. ”

5. Sentence final preposition. e. g., “A student should not be taught more than he can think about. ”

6. Listing expressions ( ‘and soon’ , ‘etc’, ‘and so forth’ used when ending a list). e. g. , “These semiconductors can be used in

robots, CD players, etc. ”

7. Second person pronouns/determiners to refer to the reader (you and your). e. g., “Suppose you are sitting at a computer

terminal which assigns you role R”

8. Contractions. e. g., “Export figures won’t improve until the economy is stronger. ”
9. Direct questions. e. g., “What can be done to lower costs?”
10. Exclamations. e. g. , “This is not the case!”
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split infinitives 12 5.4 15 5.2 0. 8902
listing expressions 9 4 19 6.5 0.2259
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“Of course, before implementing teaching practice, in order to investigate the necessity of using virtual
experiment teaching, we must conduct questionnaire surveys of teachers and students, conduct field

investigations in schools, and analyze the status quo of physics teaching. ” (3 £)
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“Therefore, this thesis firstly explores the narratives in speeches, and on this basis further investigates the

stance markers used in these narratives. ” ( FE 5
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