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Abstract: Pure-land Buddhism differs from other Buddhist sects in that it strongly advocates “relying on the power of
Amitabha Buddha to save the world. ” Due to its convenience and ease of implementation, it has become popular
among believers and has long been regarded as a shortcut to Buddhahood. In international academic circles, Pure-land
Buddhism has attracted much attention because of its similarity to Christianity. Due to the popularity of Pure-land
beliefs in China, many people have a misconception that the pure-land model of salvation relies entirely on Amitabha
and doesn’t require personal effort. Such an understanding tends to lead to a one-sided understanding of pure-land
Buddhism and to mislead people in their practice. There are two reasons: first, it fails to examine the entirety of pure—
land Buddhism - the premise of salvation for those who are reborn is that while relying on Amitabha’s power, personal
effort is also required; and second, it fails to understand the difference between Western religions, especially
Christianity, and the Amitabha model of salvation in pure-land Buddhism. This paper aims to continue this discussion
and explore the whole picture of the pure-land school. The paper will point out that pure-land salvation is a
combination of both “other-power” and “self~power. ”
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