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Abstract: Discursive antonym is a type of rhetorical device in which its literal meanings and forms, with their strong
arbitrariness and creativity, are unfounded to be semantically opposing from a linguistic perspective. Syntagm and
paradigm are therefore valid to unveil the latent antonymous logic. A paradigmatic system fueled by imagination and
experience is a consistent analytical tool for speech antonyms whose metaphorical, parodic and ironic paradigms are
probed. Semic and morphemic relations with lingual antonyms, and the exclusiveness, adaptability and intertextuality
between paradigmatic manners and discursive antonyms by contextual effect are identified.
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3) And Crawley’s reputation as a fire —eating and jealous warrior was a further and complete defence to his

little wife. (B %2 F ,( &H13%))
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5) Sceptre and Crown Must tumble down
And in the dust be equal made

With the poor crooked Scythe and Spade. ( James Shirley, From Ajax Dirge,1931)
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6) I had no outlook , but an uplook rather. My place in society was at the bottom . (Jack London, What
Life Means to Me)
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