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Abstract: London’s China shops in the 17 century were not only luxury stores displaying and selling exotic oriental
goods but also represented China as “a cultural other” in Britain’s collective imagination and became the projection of
Britain’s own desire and anxiety when taking active part in the early modern global trade. This paper aims to analyze
the narrative strategy of “a China shop” in Ben Jonson’s The Enfertainment at Britain’s Burse (1609) and reveal that the
playwright has embedded ingenious narrative skills in this seemingly simple and wonderful entertainment. Jonson
tactfully shifts the praise from the advanced Chinese culture to the perfect harmony between the great King and Queen,

and thereafter, he speaks for his ambition and desire.
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