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Abstract: Among the foreign language scholars I have known, Professor Cao Shanke is a unique man. Apart from
teaching, he is also a writer who has both cultural and historical consciousness and romantic ideal pursuit. He firmly
believes that life is the source of literary creation. As a literary critic, he believes that there exists a symbiotic
relationship between creation and criticism, which is interdependent and mutually promoting. Academic criticism plays
an important role in guiding literary creation. He criticizes the excessive playful attitude to scholarship because it leads
to a pathological transformation of the view of language and a “flattening” of the view of values and interpretation. He
places great expectations on the construction of the new liberal arts and believes that the “newness” of the new liberal
arts should be the “new” innovation, and innovation is based on some necessary knowledge. The basis of essential
knowledge is that a liberal arts education “cross-pollinating” with knowledge from other disciplines that can spark new
ideas. If this method is used in research, it will break through the traditional practice, so that the research itself
expands the vision of raising questions, thinking about problems and solving problems, and then innovation is
possible.

Keywords: Cao Shanke; symbiotic relationship; value; “cross-pollinating”

Notes on the contributors: WANG Zuyou, male, Han nationality, Ph. D., Professor, PhD Supervisor, School
of Foreign Languages, Taizhou University, Jiangsu Province, and Director of the Institute of Cross-cultural
Gommunication, specializes in American literature and literary translation.

CAO Shanke, male, Ph. D., Professor of the School of Foreign Languages, Hangzhou Normal University, Zhejiang

Province, specializes in British and American literature, literary translation and literary creation.
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