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Abstract: Unbearable Love is one of McEwan’s most suspenseful novels. Its suspensefulness largely comes from the
novel’s diversified narrative strategies, like embedded narrative multi-angle focusing, and so on. Besides, the
diversified narrative strategies are also closely related to the hero’s masculinity, for the hero/narrator’s narrative
authority, is constantly challenged by the self-narration of the hero /narrator experiencing the accidental event in the
novel, as well as the other two kinds of focused narrations. Hence, the narrator/hero’s masculinity is constantly
questioned and challenged by these multi-angle unreliable narrations. The hero’s masculinity is finally secured by the
novel writer’s intervention with an authoritative medical narrative. This transformation from unreliable narrative to
authoritative narrative is also McEwan’s experimentation with the multi-layered functions of unreliable narrative in the
artistic form of the novel.
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