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Abstract: Stephen Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage is a classical war novel, in which the cruelty of war and the
insignificance and vulnerability of the human are vividly and meticulously depicted. Theoretically based on Deleuzian
concepts of “war machine” and “becoming”, this essay, while tracing Henry Fleming’s fighting courses, i.e., joining
the army, fighting in the war, escaping from the battlefield, and going back to the front, purports to uncover the
enchanting mechanism of media and other cultural icons and interpret the becoming process of “war machine”. This
dynamic process, on Deleuzian account, is a kind of life event, a question, and resistance against the disciplinary
power of the war, which is also a mirror of Stephen Crane’s disenchantment and subversion of military heroes and
legendary warfare.
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