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Abstract: Feminism originated from the women’s liberation movements in the West and encompasses gender equality
theories along with a series of related social movements. Mainstream feminist argues that feminism began during the
Industrial Revolution of the 19th century, closely linked to socioeconomic and cultural evolution, and overlooks the
many feminist elements that were already emerging at the end of the 18th century. Susan Sontag attempts to address
this oversight in The Volcano Lover, where she systematically examines the historical and cultural background of late
18th-century Italy from a pioneering modern female perspective. The novel narrates the story involving Sir William
Hamilton, the British ambassador to Naples, his second wife, the incomparable beauty Emma, and Emma’s lover,
Lord Nelson. This paper will focus on Sir William Hamilton’s two wives, the mother, and the poetess, exploring how
they construct and understand their female identities, thereby demonstrating Sontag’s interpretation of feminist identity
at the turn of the century and enhancing readers’ understanding of the burgeoning feminist consciousness in the late
18th century.
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