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Abstract: As a classic masterpiece of ancient Chinese literature, fourney to the West has been subjected to diverse
interpretations and commentaries across different historical periods and cultural contexts. This paper reviews the
research conducted by scholars from the Ming and Qing dynasties to modern times, exploring its multiple layers of
literary, religious, philosophical, and political meanings. The Ming dynasty commentaries mainly focused on the
integration of Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism, emphasizing moral cultivation. Qing dynasty commentaries
were more varied, and categorized into three schools: advocating learning, discussing Zen, and validating Daoist
principles, delving into the Confucian morals, Zen teachings, and Daoist practices within Fourney to the West. Modern
scholars like Hu Shi and LU Xun reexamined the work from literary and political perspectives, rejecting religious
allegories and proposing it as a satirical novel and political allegory. By summarizing these research findings, this paper
reveals the diversity and complexity of fourney fo the West research.
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