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Abstract: Maria Lixian Gee-Schweiger, Ph. D., is the founder and current president of the Chinese Writers Association of
America (CWAA) and president of the World Micro Drama Research Association. She is an accomplished writer,
screenwriter, and educator. Her works, influenced by her immigrant identity, reflect deep insights into immigrant culture.
Her first novel in the U. S., Crossing the Half-Open Gate, through the protagonist’s complex and tortuous emotional journey,
the narrative deeply reflects on the appearances of Chinese traditional culture and shows how Chinese intellectuals in the
1980s reinterpreted traditional notions of “sex, money, and power” amid their own confusions following the sudden opening
of the country’s gates. Her novel The Hardship of Youth and Now captures the multicultural challenges faced by Chinese
immigrants in America. Her latest novel, The Restless Hearts, portrays the impact of the pandemic on humanity through
ordinary lives, exploring the idea of a shared human destiny. Her nonfiction Adriff Without Roots, adapted into a twelve-
episode documentary series, examines the immigrant generations’ self-identity amid East-West cultural tensions. Essay
collections like Viewpoints of Li Xian and Sensing the Real America reflect on immigrant sentiments at different life stages. She has
edited three books for the Chinese Writers Association of America— Heart Journey, Heart Talk, and Heart Narration. The Heart
Narration captures reflections on life during the pandemic. Additionally, her monograph, Califorma Chinese Language Use,
examines the complexities of Chinese language evolution and inheritance in the U. S. In summary, Dr. Gee-Schweiger has
made significant contributions to multicultural studies through her creative work in Chinese literature, screenwriting, and
Chinese linguistics, offering invaluable firsthand resources for the study of immigrant literature.

Keywords: Maria Lixian Gee-Schweiger; new immigrant literature; cultural identity; Chinese-American literature; East-
West cultural exchange; multicultural; community of human destiny

Notes on the contributors: WANG Zuyou, male, Han nationality, Ph. D., Professor, PhD Supervisor, School of
Foreign Languages, Taizhou University, Jiangsu Province, a director of the Institute of Cross-cultural Communication,
specializes in American literature and literary translation. Maria Lixian Gee-Schweiger, Ph. D., the founder and president of

the Chinese Writers Association of America, was born in China and immigrated to America in 1992. Before immigrating to
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the U.S., she served at the Heilongjiang province TV station as a screenplay writer and editor for 11 years and has been a
member of both the National Television Experts Association and the Play Experts Association in China since 1987. After
moving to the U. S., she taught the Chinese language at several American colleges for twenty years until her retirement. She

is the author of seven books and numerous articles. She has received fifteen awards.
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