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Abstract: The latest masterpiece by internationally renowned scholar Professor Qian Zhaoming, Breaking Boundaries and
“Making It New”: Oriental Elements in Western Modernism, was published by Peking University Press in October 2023. The
book exhibits four captivating features: First, it spans eight fields and explores the works of eleven artists. Second, it
balances “textual” and “human-centered” approaches, utilizing primary historical sources for meticulous verification.
Third, its uniquely crafted structure vividly showcases the significant influence of Eastern culture and “the insiders within
the relevant cultural circle”. Fourth, it provides an insightful focus on the culture of the Naxi ethnic group, one of China’s
minority peoples. This work is the culmination of over thirty years of Professor Qian’s dedicated research on modernism
and Eastern culture, offering profound and extensive insights, and is well worth repeated reading and reflecting.
Keywords: QIAN Zhaoming; Breaking Boundaries and “Making It New”: Oriental Elements in Western Modernism; Eastern
culture; modernism; the insiders within the relevant cultural circle
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Oriental Elements in Western Modernism
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Breaking Boundaries and “Making it New”
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(Editors: Derrick MI & Joe ZHANG)



