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Abstract: Freud’s theory of the unconscious is one of the central concepts of modernity, exerting a profound influence
on the understanding of the relationship between human psychology and artistic creation. In traditional aesthetics,
psychoanalysis is often regarded as a tool for uncovering the deeper meanings of art. However, such interpretations can
occasionally fall into the nihilism of surrealism, rendering the significance of art ambiguous and complex, while viewing
it as a means of escape from reality or a reflection of existential dilemmas. Jacques Ranciére offers a broader perspective
by situating the unconscious within the social and cultural contexts of aesthetic mechanisms, emphasizing its historical
roots and emancipatory potential. Ranci¢re argues that the unconscious is not merely a repository of desire and
repression, but also a crucial source for the creation of new meanings and the experience of aesthetic freedom. His
analysis reveals that aesthetic unconsciousness can transcend traditional rational frameworks, accessing those feelings
and thoughts that elude verbal expression. The concept of “silence-multiplicity” that Ranciére introduces highlights the

unique ability of art to express complex emotions and diverse experiences. Artistic works serve not only as
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representations of feelings but also as starting points for dialogue, stimulating resonance and reflection at the level of the
unconscious in viewers. Thus, Ranciere’s perspective provides an affirmative interpretative framework that underscores
the liberatory significance of the unconscious in art, enriching our understanding of modern artistic practices and
advancing contemporary aesthetic inquiry. By integrating psychoanalytic and aesthetic theories, we can more deeply
explore how art stimulates thought and emotion within complex social contexts, thereby enhancing our comprehension
of human experience.
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