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This paper is a phased result of two research projects: Key project of Shaoxing City’s 14th Five-Year Plan
for Philosophy and Social Sciences Research in 2023—Research on the Construction and Application of the
Multilingual Parallel Corpus of Wang Yangming’s Instructions for Practical Living (145291 ). General Research
Project of Zhejiang Provincial Department of Education in 2023—University Foreign Language Education on
“Human Nature” Based on the Multilingual Parallel Corpus of Wang Yangming’s Instructions for Practical Living

(Y202351452).

Abstract: Education, as a unique tool for human development, should always focus on shaping human nature as its
main responsibility. Addressing the distinction between the actual and ideal states of human nature is a pressing issue in
university education. The so—called “human nature education” is to cultivate human nature as the goal of education, in
short, teaching how to be a person and what kind of person to become. This study first seeks to identify the
commonalities between university education and the concept of human nature as espoused by Wang Yangming’s
philosophy. Based on Wang Yangming’s philosophy, it analyzes the human qualities that university students should
possess. Meanwhile, by utilizing the Instructions for Practical Living multilingual parallel corpus as empirical material, it
thoroughly examines Wang Yangming’s educational thoughts. The study proposes rational educational strategies
centered on the cultivation of “human nature” for use in multilingual foreign language teaching in universities,
contributing to the development of a new generation of “ideal social members. ”
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