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Abstract: XU Bin is a renowned writer and cultural scholar from Ma’anshan, a city celebrated for its poetry and
literary heritage, where he grew up by the Yangtze River and was brought up by literary classics. His essays are deeply
rooted in rural culture, exploring the spiritual core of agrarian civilization. For instance, his essay collections The
Language of Vegetables and Vegetable Almanac: Notes on My Farming and Reading weave reflections on nature and life through
the growth cycles of seasonal vegetables, serving both as an “ecological vegetable chronicle” and a “guide to life
aesthetics”. The Screaming Farm Tools traces the history of farming civilization, bridging academic research and public
readership. This cross-disciplinary practice, “from field to study” imbues his works with cultural preservation and social
education value. His An Hlustrated Biography of the Half-Branch Plum is the first national biography of a renowned plum tree,
significantly advancing the cultural inheritance of historic villages and flora while revitalizing the contemporary relevance
of cultural heritage. Xu Bin’s literary work inherits the tradition of pastoral writing, unifying the intellectual’s spiritual
pursuit with the practice of life aesthetics. It reawakens readers’ memories of and emotional connection to pristine
ecosystems, offering resistance to “alienation” and inspiring the pursuit of high-quality living. His contributions also
provide rich insights for the construction of a new rural culture in the socialist era. In the spring of 2025, he founded
Anhui Province’s first “Xu Bin Rice Culture Workshop” at the Longmen Rice Planting Family Farm in Hexian,
combining scholarly discourse with hands-on farming. By integrating life with rural traditions and creative work with rice
cultivation, he enriches his own existence while contributing to local economic and social development.
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Notes on the contributors: WANG Zuyou is a professor and doctoral supervisor. WANG, born in Hexian County,
Ma’anshan City, Anhui Province, graduated from the Foreign Language Department of Guangxi Normal University
with a Master of Arts degree; graduated from the East Asian Scholars Graduate Program in American Studies at Yale

University; and received his PhD in Literature from the College of Foreign Languages and Literature of Xiamen
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University. He spent one year at Chatham University and the University of Pittsburgh. XU Bin, born in January 1963,
is a senior secondary school teacher, member of the Chinese Writers Association, vice president of the Chaohu Lake
Culture Research Association, director of the Association of Critics, and the executive vice president of the Hexian

County Cultural Research Association and the Hexian County Writers Association.
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