039

HE Zijian

The C-E Translation of the Cantonese Nursery Rhyme
Jyut Gwong Gwong from the Perspective

of Essence and Function

HE Zijian

Guangdong University of Foreign Studies South China Business College, China
Received: March 30, 2025 Accepted: May 22, 2025 Published: September 30, 2025

To cite this article: HE Zijian. (2025). The C-E Translation of the Cantonese Nursery Rhyme Jyut Gwong Gwong from the
Perspective of Essence and Function. Asia-Pacific Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 5(3), 039-047, DOI: 10.53789/].
1653-0465. 2025. 0503. 005. p

To link to this article: https: //doi. org/10. 53789/j. 1653-0465. 2025. 0503. 005. p

The research is supported by 2021 Research on English Translation Strategies for Traditional Cantonese

Dialect Children’s Rhymes in Guangdong Philosophy and Social Sciences Foundation (No. GD2ILNI2).

Abstract: Cantonese nursery rhymes, as vital carriers of Lingnan folk culture, face challenges in translation,
particularly the neglect of phonology and the loss of cultural imagery. Traditional research prioritizes form and
meaning, often favoring meaning over other elements. This study examines the phonological deficiency in existing
English translations of the Cantonese nursery rhyme put Gwong Gwong and, through comparative analysis of Chinese
and Western translations, re-examines the relationship between form and meaning using the concept of essence and
function (7z-Yong). The research finds that the oral nature of Cantonese nursery rhymes necessitates prioritizing sound
over form. Furthermore, the function of the nursery rhyme determines the appropriate translation method, while
translation, in turn, plays a positive role in the representation and dissemination of the rhyme’s narrative.
Keywords: Cantonese nursery rhyme; put Gwong Gwong; translation methods; form-meaning dichotomy; essence-
function concept
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[FEAAL | U SCERVERR 2 PR F R 0 R 4R M 2 28 10 S5 | 232 L B4 P 2 & B R S A LI 4 o Y
TE 2 e P ol SC B R 2 m 2T 5 I8, [ e M | A At sk R D O SR R R IR N T %
THE, A BOSGREA S DhRE % AT 4, BTal] SCLAGE | i3S, A TF) B IR ZE R BEE R
W | BORTAE Z ), BIBRZEB DAT 303 | A SCARAE L, P20 R VR HE 3855 2 BT S S A, AN 5R A
FAERIVERR R R AL g e, WS CE R RN & TN, R R ST RN TR By
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Jor LA e — o 2 R ARE A A 3 5 SO R 738 5 S 1 R SR AR Y IR, B34 IR G 4 2 B A 5%
BYMIAE TG B R A, SRR AR 42 A — LR R 28K | (JOR) Bt A e (am iy ) 45 2855 45t
FLOR TR IR 25 [ OB |, BB R 2 i 2 R ] B Gy, 455 R TR 848 2 8 R B AR i I B0A T E
P BIRAC, EEEPMAGHRRER  WCT 580 ) R FREE) 55, SONBA AR Bl A O Fo v 00 Bl A B ELRG 2L
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—~ o~ —_— —~ o~ — —~ o~
2533 23|1276 5—|3215 321276 5— |
jyut’ gwong' gwong' ziv'  dei’ tong' haa' zai’ nei’ gwai' gwai'  fen’ lok’ cong’

H Xk ok L 4 WA RaEAE B %K

Moon moon glows  Winnow ground it knows Shrimpie my ba--by  Goto slee—py

5532121|2 152 51|12533 23|

ting' ziu' aa’ maa'jyiu’ gon’ caap® joeng' lo’ aa’ je' tai’ ngau'keoi'soeng' saan' gong'  aa

B PTUSE R 4 BRuE  PTEER CRE B ol MW

By dawn  Ma-ma will plant the rice field Grandpa’d herd cowsand up on hill Ah~

12532 03 2765—|321153|26110|

aa haa' zai’ nei’ faai’ gou' zoeng'daai‘lo’

—
o3

)

] BAFRRE EAW

Ah~ Grow up strong, my dear lit-tle
3?3261[23%65 1T7- 276507613521 — |
bong'sau’ aa ye' heoi’ tai’ ngau |m:ng aa ) - c;u )
HFE P HF X B 4 F W Lo}
And help Grandpa tend goats and cattle Ah~ Ah~
3253323 |f2765 —|321532|127¢5— |
jyut”gwong gwong ziu® dei® tong' had' zai’ nei’gwai' gwai'  fen® lok” cong'
H X % o A WBAT IR AR B R

Moon moon glows ~ Winnow ground it flows  Shrimpie my ba--by  Goto slee--py
5532121|76523] |15211]21533 2 3|

ting' ziu aa’ baa' jyiu’ bou jyu' had lo’ aa’ maa' zik'mong'iyiu;zik'dou;(in‘ gwong' aa
HE P& 22 4 MM M PUJK 8 & BEEB X 6 W
By morn Pa-pa will catch fish and prawn Nanna’d weave a fishing net till dawn ~ Ah~
il S e
1253203|7 2765—|321153|26110|
aa haa' zai* nei’ faai®gou' zoeng'daai‘lo’
L] AT R wOR KR
Ah~ Grow up strong, my  lit-tle dear
65355 3|5352 .3|5——0 ] 1253 32 3
waak ting' saat’'mong’zau’ gang’ zoi®  hong* iyufI gwong' gwong'
OB WM O E A T H & %
Master theboatand net bet-—-—-ter Moon moon glows
127¢5— 15231 -71¢1215—|125322¢]
ziu'  dei” tong' nin' saa' maan’' zaak’ bun' long' ng' guk’ fon' sau
o AE M M MM O WK
Winnow ground it knows New Year’s Eve Betel nuts to plck Harvests bumper
2 132-|1.16.6 2336|5 276|507 61|
a | 5 - o 0 —
dui muncong lo lou lou nyun’ n\un hei’ )cung yeung aa
HEW OE O 2 cE WM E O OW Wy
And grains plumper  Elders youngers laugh in cheer Ah~ Ah~
e — —_ —_ —
3523 1—|3241153]|2351 1.]132322 3|
had' zai' nei’faai’ di’ mei' maai' ngaan’lo’ ym" gau’ fen dou’
WEAF Okt WY Bk MOEIR W — 8 I F
Shrimpie be goodand Close your eyes Sleep tight till the
12533 2 3/7276507|6-13523|1 ——]|
daai’ tin' gwong' aa
X R X W f
sun- lights rise ~ Ah~ Ah~

B 1 BA(ARE)ERLEFA (Fik ER EAH 1958 1, £47F)

JRF R IR PRI N E R 00 L R o B P PR 1 BR800 7 B0 25 4 ) A 7 JEURS 1

SRR PR R AR AR %1&3%‘5,?@%5%&aﬁ;élﬁﬁﬁi@ﬁ'ﬁﬁ“ﬂ‘i? FH‘I%%%L?%%%
THAEEE U RBAE R B SR A AV 058 A0 FOR | 2E 58 B S0 R BUE SOAS, SR AR A A 3 B3 56 SOAR R
A B EUE R DfE? Jof LA R CAOE) i A 101 .

#%7K 1: The moonlight is bright/ It’s shining on the yard/ Little baby be good and go to bed/ Tomorrow
mum will go to plant the rice seedlings/ Grandpa will watch the cows and go on the hillock/ Little baby you will
grow tall and strong soon/ So you can help your grandpa watch the cows and sheep (Kwok & Chan #%)

## 4% 2: Moonlight bright, shines on the floor/ My son, be good and sleep on the bed/ Tomorrow, Mama
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must rush to plant the seedlings” Grandpa will watch the cows on the hill” My son, grow up fast and strong/ To
help Grandpa watch over the cattle and sheep ({44 3%)"

A% 3. Bright moonlight, shining on the ground/ Little Shrimp, you obediently go to bed/ Tomorrow
mother needs to quickly plant the seedlings/ Grandfather who watches the cows will need to go up to the small hill,
ah.../ Little Shrimp, you’ll soon grow tall and big/ Help your grandfather watch the cows and sheep, ah... (Pearlie
Ng %) ©

#%K 4.0n the yard, the moonlight shines/ In bed, our little baby lies/ Tomorrow, mum will transplant
rice/ Grandpa will pasture cows on hills’ Grow up soon, our little baby/ Help your grandpa to herd cows (551
s ®

PORREA Y B AR ML BGEA AL B 1T 2 SR MR, (A IR SR L R AR
A AT RN B is,and , so 55wl B, A5 E0HE R K BEBR ; 42 ¥4 must, rush, fast, watch, strong 4 5] 46
fesR AN, e B A S VA S IR AR A SR . RS 3 A ER I Ay HLAE, bright moonlight, shrimp, bed , need,
quickly 2 el 77 (B 5 AR MR 3, IR AR 1T A MRS 4R AR R, SRR 4 BT B TR AR (R Dt
[ afeafe | 45 5% SR EE R ) B ], LK MU | (CRERF AR AN K b, U000 rp s S A | W L/ MK g i 4 B
HEAPI B ) YA & BB, S S RE AN 2 S D RER A T 4T

ASCERRIEN SCZ ], BN SCA g S SR S, DUSHE R, DLRGE S T, 32 ) = IR i
40 TR 2 P A LA I (1) B 07T B DA 2R 25 BB T B, (2) 1
TR ARARASAUBR  H RE3R , A LI AR LB s L R SR Y (3) SUAR AN, #5381
B SUA RO AR, 06 DA SCAR M) 3B B PR T 2 DR B R A R

(—) BRIAET

U E A A B e i B B ARG R RIS L TR A R A, R AR
WITERAERL - BT, W] S BN AR A A= A, MR — DN 5 1 2 o 3l 7 B 1 s A |,
HRER T B A B T BRE D S N, TORR A R U A AR T DU SR 45 2% AR
R, BEEEEANEG B AR — 1 8 AL, A B R [ SRR AR B0 P E ST, AR
O IN RS, (H 3 58 2 nT PRI - AR A7 S SRR , LA A B 5 M5 (B ok . w028 el e
T CHTmG ) HErp R A S bR R I e T B Y, /N S AR B S 2 R (p,-t, kL, -b,-d-g)
BIREFOCNE T

1 HGyut)Je Dy B Moo A

1 bright MOON moon/ shines on the yard

2 i (A S e B ¥ (lok) IR

2 SHRIM-pie  my BA——by, go to slee py
388 W Pral 2 H247 (caap) oS W
3 BY MORN mama will plant the RICE field

47w OB 4 B s Ll e

4 grandpa’d herd cows and be UP on hills

Tl b A S AR A SR B GO b AR S S R - AR R R S AR A 1 B )
B BRI SCHRESE E , W7 6-5( 1) -moon | [ AER-5( 1)3( L) -baby IT %57 6 5( | ) -sleepy |
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F-5C 1) -up |, BT - B4 -a ol - 5l e PR I 45—

i Zs b BT SCHY RS  FR BE DU e ) A Dt BRSO R Rkl O 22 ST RN ), B T B
SR GA B RS TG . GnT PR AL |5 shines on the yard FUJRSCZ 1| S HT, o] DASET BR | (55 4L HT, K
#[ Moon moon glows |, 1% 52 On the yard 4% 3 ¥ i ; Go to sleepy (7% 4 Be sleepy BHE BIVE IR |19 3 8+
i1, MEBGHE T T A (yut) |AOAZENE {0 moon[ u: | ,be/sleepy[i: | 4= ICTT, glow[ ou | #E L& ANEATS H A
TMERGE , LV B0 AT HIR AL IR [ AL JE A | R 2 s 5 A O

(Z) ABEE

RSN TR AE BB, MR A WA 2 SRR R B iR 2 1
must, rush , fast 555 (i SRS T 2 IR EH 1Y B2 RR 56 . RBTS-FT 48 099 B M A8 70 B A 3 0 388 L b sz,
HIRE & 78— ML PRS- AR B A2 . B - R SR BRI b A B | A R P S, S S A AR AR 4 1T
FIE P

PR A Ryl 5 A U R 22— SR AR, T R AR MR SR AR Y R SR SRR A A OB LS
BRI (Andsei ) B2 AR UPE (Lo ey B 22 DS B IR A 0 ) L BB i . 3 SIS i
G R RGO B S AT SR RE U B R R T R AR o B M R, ERBURT DU R B
HYHEAZR

JE N L 5 R AL AR-ong Ay B -ei /i fifi-aat ] BRAR-yut 55 =18, ong BHESA R DG E
Wi 7 Br R R UBR R VE RS JRA S [ BOR IYRE Y, AT RR RO ) YA AT R Rt Rl R A A i A
WS EEG 18 M 78 R IR SR Th IR A 7 3 TR TR, AT BIESE 95 gl- s Sl 1 BURE 78 (0 globe) |, 380038
(1N glow, glare , glint, glim, glimmer) , #1533 ( 41 glance , glimpse) , BI[ & W+ 36+ EIE | RILFEERLY )
REEE FEFE AECRRIEER RC) h SOU MR [ R ) 5 IR SR 2 V& s TR B A [ ik | 7, 4% B IR0 | o TR
T SRER ) [ SR ) Sl g | [N IR glow VA HOE) IEHR IR FO6 SRR R M 2
FEEFA R TS IE B BAAR 0 RIS A A & BERE 8RR 2 H o BRC K aabb cedd B HH , MR 45 .

Moon moon glows (a)/ Winnow ground it knows (a)
Shrimpie my baby (b)/ Be sleepy (b)

By dawn, Mama will plant the rice field (c)
Grandpa’d herd cows and up on hills (¢)

Grow up strong my dear little (d)

And help Grandpa tend goats and cattle (d)

8 IRF B, ST 1) b 0 R T R K RS IR AR R A | SRR A R s 1 B e, R
B A IR, SR 2 Y floor, s AR 3 A9 ground AT 8 HEH , 5 A 1 B 4 5% yard, 3| JIK 2 courtyard, front
yard, backyard 5% farmyard U500 A B A, b0 /) S B AR [ b | 7 S 5B SO Ak b N0 S S R, B A N A
AR

1) Moon moon glows/ Winnow ground below, Winnow ground ( LA JEW fifi 7% 22 M) & s b2 | s )
i#4%  {H below B Moon moon glows 1% A JE il 2 [H]_E (%) BRI, 750 H SR AR ST

2) Moon moon glows/ Winnow ground it knows/ flows, &% 30 H JGHEN , FiE AR A 2 ki, &1
A (knows ) ‘B FTHEIE (flows ) Ay b | 5 RR YRI5, SfEWT R HH 3 5 B, B0 2R 2 Rl PRl 1
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AR SRR WRAT | B4 5% shrimpie (5510 /NO ) A7 & BB B BE3E . 5% K %8 (Edward Sapir) 48 47
TCE [ a] MEE R K, WA [ BUEARA /N |®, S3E (1] 8. | % &40 darling, shrimpie , be , sleepy, little ,
dear SFHEA BB /NAEES . FRAM T SR RE 2GS, nT RUEEAR AR [ 1) JEE RS A1/ | I0RE 2

1) I will bring for you little lovely dream/ A little lovely dream; a still little dream/ Sweet sweet shut your
eyes/ Sleep, sleep my darling (Tomahawk, Cradle Song)

2) Hush a bye, don’t you cry/ Go to sleepy, little baby/ when you wake/ You shall have all the pretty little
horses. (Dorothy Scarborough, All the Pretty Little Horses)

3) Sweetest little feller/ When he’s a-sleepin’ in his little place/ Kiss 'im in his sleep (Frank Lebby Stanton,
Mighty lak’ a rose)

T A, B A A2 5% mama  papa 55 ®E 5+ B JU R 2, BB A 5 — AU 8%, mother , father , grandfather
AVTE Z IE R, AAFE T I85E | o GBIBITH [ a] & sl A7 B, S0 5 Wi B8 R 55 J5 4 A W el o £ 52
VA SRR L B AL e R AR A i B BRI B S, B[] & E p VR, B[ a ]
5 IR P IR MR S o R B8 R S BRSO B SR A AN

(=) AIMEE

DUBAIE  DUBE IS 100 RE R AR 2 S BRI W R B 2 P Iy ) A B 0 B, IS8 i 1) B S o
ZHIRSBAEHISE A5 b B A LR U GE 5 SOAE 8 B 5 75 8 i B B A b e, R e R T
A SO SR R FH ) B A

G B L SRR SOR N BLAN R 2AS , PERRNGE & By [ BUE-RB M50 5 | A BUE S M 2
RIS T B AL P R 1 R B, R R T A R | [ R G i W S T B U6 e R BT RS E A R
& SOREUAL . A B H B3R B OEE) RBERSRANL, i 2 RIRR R BERR 5 30 0y, U 3« Art thou
pale for weariness/ Of climbing heaven and gazing on the earth/ Wondering companionless (To the Moon )15
F FE(R. L. Stevenson)id: The moon has a face like the clock in the hall/ She shines on thieves on the garden
wall/ On streets and fields and harbour quays/ And birdies asleep in the forks of the trees...( The Moon) LA
AN FHEEFZ HIE 255 : mOOn Over tOwns mOOn/ whisper......SIoWLY SPRoUTING SPIR/ It(mOOn
Over tOwns mOOn) , 43 BIFEFEAS R ) R2 0 7 20 (E AR LA H S 1 &5 HORHE T 2R B, 20 B4R B2 H 1
KR EIRE, I A ) T LLATEE [ mOOn mOOn glOws/ winnOw grOund it knOws | 584k 4557 %
B H SR G RN WG U R SO IR A5 B P, R MRS ThRE . DG B il B S5 AR iy 2k
I TSR G B R R B B R B, B S W MR SO R T S ) R WA P AR 9 A B DL B Y
FUPTRMY, DSV Rl W 3 T, T OGS B L8 SE T 4 — . BUET AR 8208 | [ i | © R
S WP O LR B MBS HOE | SO RS Y BOR 7R B B RE T RE 09 AR BEE TR A AR R S 2
FALIRE , TR RS AL IR Jew vy HU A B AN, 2% SRR TN A, 2 LR T A

M, e

gt ne s = 8 B RS BTEIE 8 ooy SR 3 b, TG0 B4 00 11 BRI B G 1) B A o
WER, B R SUR RS, B B 00 B s S O AR AR A R P A, S BRI . dat e Y s 51 ) Y
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POFNELSC AR R B ) BT L B2 T IR 0 < IR B o T (1) B L B 5 AR Bl AR S s e S 41D
155, SR I A i - 48 - - R e A — O R 2 [ AR | (2) il S I T R B e 3 2 [ G ) RS i
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