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Abstract: There is a growing literature suggesting that the digital economy is taking us out of capitalism. While this
manifests most notably as a diagnosis of  digital feudalism’ or ° techno-feudalism’, a differing voice is McKenzie
Wark, who suggests we have entered an entirely new mode of production altogether: vectoralism”. This paper
historicises and theorises our current conjuncture in relation to the potential multiplicity of modes of production, and
the materiality and imperialism of telecommunication infrastructures. We approve of Wark’s development of new
concepts, rather than turning to ahistorical regurgitations like “neo-feudalism”. However, we argue that the mode of
production lens is not adequate to trace what we consider as more granular changes and that it risks packaging old wine
in new bottles. For example, Wark’s vectoral claims remain grounded in infrastructures such as undersea cables that
are used by corporations and states as strategies of legal and economic imperialism reminiscent of the 19th-century
world order. Instead of examining this topic through a mode of production lens, we contend that these phenomena are
better traced through a processual (rather than functional) and socially determined (rather than economically
determined) method of historical materialism. In this regard, we adopt an approach closer to that of Thompson and
Political Marxists, such as Brenner and Wood. To support our argument, we turn to wider Marxist theory on the
mode of production, which we then anchor in empirical works from contemporary critical infrastructure and
communication studies.
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[1] Wark, McKenzie. (2019). Capital is Dead: Is this something worse? London: Verso.

[2] Schiller, Dan. (1999). Digital Capitalism: Networking the Global Market System. Cambridge: MIT Press; and Durand, Cédric. (2020).
Techno-féodalisme—Critique de l’économie numérique. Paris: La Découverte.

[3] Zuboff, Shoshana. (2019). The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for @ Human Future at the New Frontier of Power. London:
Profile; and Kotkin, Joel. (2020). The Coming of Neo-Feudalism: A warning to the Global Middle Class. New York City: Encounter Books.
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[ 1] Mazzucato, Mariana. (2019). “Preventing Digital Feudalism.” Project Syndicate, October 2. Accessed December 15, 2023; Varoufakis,
Yanis. (2021). “Techno-Feudalism Is Taking Over. ” Project Syndicate, June 28. Accessed December 15, 2023.
[2] Haldon, John. (2015). “Mode of Production, Social Action, and Historical Change: Some Questions and Issues.” In Studies on Pre-
capitalist Modes of Production, edited by Laura da Graca and Andrea Zingarelli, 234-236. Chicago: Haymarket.
] Banaji, Jairus. (2010). Theory as History: Essays on Modes of Production and Exploitation. Chicago: Haymarket.
[4] Wark, Capital is Dead, 13.
1 Thompson, Edward. (1995). The Poverty of Theory. London: Merlin Press.
] Brenner, Robert. (1977). “The Origins of Capitalist Development: A Critique of Neo-Smithian Marxism.” New Lefi Review 104: 25-92;
and Wood, Ellen Meiksins. (1995). Democracy Against Capitalism: Renewing Historical Materialism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
[7] Fraser, Nancy & Rahel Jaeggi. (2018). Capitalism: A Conversation in Critical Theory. Cambridge: Polity.
1 Brenner, Origins of Capitalist Development, 25-92; and Moreno Zacarés, Javier. (forthcoming). Residential Capitalism: rent extraction and
capitalist production in modern Spain 1834-2023. Abingdon: Routledge.
[9] Wark, Capital is Dead, 14.
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1 Wark, Capital is Dead, 52.

1 1Ibid, p. 12.

1 Haldon, Mode of Production, Social Action, and Historical Change, 209.

] Marx, Karl. (1859). Preface to a Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy. Accessed July 2023.

1 Wark, Capital is Dead, 36-37.

1 Wark, Capital is Dead, 37.

1 Marx, Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy.

] Wark, Capital is Dead, 53.

9] Wood, Ellen Meiksins. (2002a). The Origin of Capitalism: A Longer View. London: Verso; Brenner, Robert and Chris Harman. (2006).
“The Origins of Capitalism. ” International Socialism, 111. Accessed December 15, 2023; and Banaji, Theory as History.
10]  Wark, Capital is Dead, 42.

11] Ibid.

12]  Ibid.

13] Ibid, p. 43.

14] Ibid, p. 45.

151 1Ibid, p. 5.
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[1] Wark, Capital is Dead, 88.

[2] Fuchs, Chrstian. (2013). “Capitalism or information society? The fundamental question of the present structure of society.” European
Journal of Social Theory, 16(4): 413-434; Rigi, Jakob. (2014). “Foundations of a Marxist Theory of the Political Economy of Information: Trade
Secrets and Intellectual Property, and the Production of Relative Surplus Value and the Extraction of Rent-Tribute.” Triple C: Communication,
Capitalism & Critique, 12(2): 909-936; Dantas, Marcos. (2017). “Information as Work and as Value.” Triple C: Communication, Capitalism &
Critique, 15(2): 816—847; Fuchs, Christian. (2017). “The Information Economy and the Labor Theory of Value.” International Journal of Political
Economy, 46(1): 65-89.

[3] Brenner, Origins of Capitalist Development, 25-92.
[4] Wark, Capital is Dead, 48.

[5] Ibid.

[6] Wark, Capital is Dead, 59.

[7] Fraser, Nancy. (2022). Cannibal Capitalism: How our System is Devouring Democracy, Care, and the Planet—and What We Can Do About
It. London: Verso.

[ 8] Wark, Capital is Dead, 55.

[9] Ibid, p. 51.

[10] Ibid, p. 55.
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[1] Wark, Capital is Dead, 56.

[2] Moreno Zacarés, Javier. (2021). “Euphoria of the Rentier?” New Left Review, 129 (May—June), 61-62.

[3] Wark, Capital is Dead, 92.

[4] Durand, Cédric. (2022). “Scouting Capital’s Frontiers. ” New Lefi Review, 136 (July—Aug), 29-39; and Rikap, Cecilia. (2023).
“Capitalism as usual?” New Left Review, 139 (Jan-Feb), 145-160.

[ 5] Christophers, Brett. (2020). Rentier Capitalism: Who Owns the Economy, and Who Pays for It? London: Verso; and Benanav, Aaron.
(2020). Automation and the Future of Work. London: Verso.

[6] Riley, Dylan and Robert Brenner. (2022). “Seven Theses on American Politics. ” New Left Review, 138 (Nov—Dec), 5-27.

[7] Marx, Karl. (1990). Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume One. Translated by Ben Fowkes. London: Penguin.

[8] Marx, Karl. (1973). Grundrisse: Foundations of the Critique of Political Economy (Rough Draft). Translated by Martin Nicolaus.
Harmondsworth: Penguin Books.

[9] Marx, Karl. (1978). Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume Two. Translated by David Fernbach. London: Penguin.

[10] Marx, Karl. (1981). Capital: A Critique of Political Economy, Volume Three. Translated by David Fernbach. London: Penguin.

[11] Balibar, Etienne. (2009). “The Basic Concepts of Historical Materialism. ” In Reading Capital, edited by Louis Althusser and Etienne
Balibar. 223-345. London: Verso.

[12] Thompson, The Poverty of Theory.

[13] Banaji, Theory as History; and Campling, Liam. (2013). “Debating Modes of Production and Forms of Exploitation: Introduction to the
Symposium on Jairus Banaji’s Theory as History. ” Historical Materialism, 21(4): 3-10.

[14] Althusser and Balibar, Reading Capital.

15] Thompson, Edward. (1963). The Making of the English Working Class. Toronto: Penguin Books.

16] Banaji, Theory as History.

1

8] Brenner, Origins of Capitalist Development, 25-92.
9

[

[

[17] Wood, Origin of Capitalism.
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[19] Bernstein, Henry. 2013, “Historical Materialism and Agrarian History.” Journal of Agrarian Change, 13(2): 327.
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