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Abstract: American sinologist Patrick Hanan translated Ming-and-Qing-Dynasty novels by seven authors within 24
years, with eight representative translations. To objectively examine the consistency of their linguistic features, this
study employs corpus analysis to conduct quantitative and qualitative verification of the translations’ vocabulary,
syntax, and discourse. Results indicate that despite temporal and authorial variations among Hanan’s translations, they
exhibit consistent linguistic characteristics at the core level. This demonstrates that Hanan has developed fixed linguistic
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stylistic approach in his translations. The language style can be summarized as follows: rich vocabulary, concise and
lively sentences, coherent structure, and strong readability.
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One trace of powder — she’d be too pale;
One touch of rouge — she’d be too red;
One inch more — she’d be too tall;

One inch less — she’d be too short.

(Hanan, 1990: 167)

20 ZAFEA% A Bl B IR D) IRt B — BOSUL A SR04, JROSCHE « [ IR —48 K=, 38— 48 K iR K
AR AP IR ] R, 1983 :5) HEgSCinr .

One inch more, and she’d be too tall;

One inch less, and she’d be too short;

One touch of rouge, and she’d be too red;
One dab of powder, and she’d be too white.
(Hanan, 2017:7)
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