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Abstract: In Machines Like Me, Tan McEwan constructs an alternative historical narrative that presents a paradoxical
social landscape in which advanced artificial intelligence coexists with a structurally misaligned social order. Drawing on
the theoretical framework of Techno-Feudalism, this paper examines how digital technology in the novel shifts from a
liberating force to a structural mechanism that reconstructs relations of domination and dependency. The study argues
that the social morphology depicted in the novel marks a transition from market capitalism to a “high-tech neo-feudal”
order. Within this system, the technological elite, represented by Alan Turing, establish technological sovereignty by
monopolizing algorithmic infrastructures and “cloud territories, ” extracting value through what has been conceptualized
as “cloud rent. ” Meanwhile, ordinary individuals such as Charlie are transformed into “digital serfs, ” whose apparent
empowerment through technology conceals deepening structural dependency. The paper contends that Charlie’s
destruction of the android Adam should not be interpreted as an idealized political resistance, but rather as a Ludditic
form of negative rupture that exposes ethical contradictions embedded in techno-feudal dependency. Through this
allegorical narrative, McEwan anticipates the potential social consequences of Techno-Feudal governance and highlights
the ethical challenges posed by algorithmic rationality in contemporary technological societies.
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