185 é
ZHAO Xiulan (/

On Narrative Arts and Rhetoric Interpretation

in The Story of Mats Israelson

ZHAO Xiulan

Northwest Normal University, China
Received: December 31, 2025 Accepted: February 15, 2026 Published: March 31, 2026

To cite this article: ZHAO Xiulan. (2026). On Narrative Arts and Rhetoric Interpretation in The Story of Mats Israelson.
Asia-Pacific Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 6(1), 185-191, DOI: 10.53789/j. 1653-0465. 2026. 0601. 021

To link to this article: https: //doi. org/10. 53789/j. 1653-0465. 2026. 0601. 021

Abstract: Julian Barnes, the great master of British literature, is famous for his pioneering innovation and experiment
of novel creation. Researchers have so far focused mostly on the study of the diversified formal aesthetics in his novels,
but paid little attention to his daring formal innovations in his short stories. The Story of Mats Israelson shows the
distinctive features of the self-reflexive and unnatural narrative of postmodern fiction, which can be regarded as the
representative of the narrative art of Barnes’s short stories. The nested narrative structure creatively adopted by Barnes
in the short story blurs the boundary between history and reality. The shift of narrative perspective and the three
negative forms of narrative (“unnarration”, “disnarration”, and “denarration”) reflect the narrator’s manipulation of
narrative behaviors and events. The rhetorical functions of these narrative strategies in compiling plots, shaping
characters, and highlighting themes influence readers’ interpretation of the social and cultural meaning and ideology
contained in the text, and show Barnes’s reflection on “Englishness”, philosophical thinking on human nature, and
humanistic concern.
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SR (Smith, 2004) , B R 2 B GE (MG S ) B9 5 2 BLFE T 81 ( Childs, 2011; Hartung, 2015; Oré-
Piqueras, 2020) , BRI LB G Z W5, 18 R BE 2 AR SX 4208 T RAFB20E . L it , AR SCLACRS %) A1), it
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SAHURE ARG Bk DU AR S S O R A o A 0 R B L S N RE PR, U ST — HE RS B, 22 AR SR, AN
Bl R BT RAEALE Mo AT ] A SN 2 T Se R S At AR D At l & SR B At 1Y
GAEW] 1530275 ( Barnes , 2004 : 25) , BESRBGRE ARSSAUZAT NI 25, (E S8 A8 I 20 - /N BRORE AR — 6 e
FEER, N AT RE R MG RR I A A, i A AT S FERR PP, 46 & 15 B oM — & A A4 7 55 Il
(RS , 335, S AROA F s F G R 20 N SR A (o T REE ey 86181 5 e 1 B | R iy 15 4 SR R AR AR A 18
Franfer Ry i RE— BN aro5g . (AAE B oh, [RGB P8 A H A RFE AR YE | (Bames, 2004; 25)  f&
WAl s R B Rty DR BT D8, MO, S BRESMA t ffrp e, PSR ACE A RAT 4
A E T . TR FRERE R 58 A AL E T AT Ao, RS R & 5 . SRR e M 1 i
B UGS SBE SEE A, O VU KSR A i 380, T L, A T B A s R AR S i
AR ECPE B AT RE | U 3R 1 A RR b SCA S, PRAA N 1) SRR R A7 2 Bl iy T R, AW S 1
Bl fi BEA BT A EE B, s L R R s R S A, w47 8 o 4 3 DRV SCAR AT ARG

FOR ARE R A WAL RO P | AR 8, DU N5 85 5, SRSl s i 4r 230, i, A — K221
ey Lol O AR B I AR S AT RE A PTID TR, LI R e R A, A ZE T D
ANTES AT LURIBE I 7 118 22 5 Wl 22 T8 [ AR bk AR i O iy Z2 3038 N A J2 57 | (Barnes, 2004
29) I8 AJ5H AT 2 A A B PR A, ADER L LRI T AR, 51 T AR B AE . IRE RO
TidE 7 LRI ) P06 B, DRI AR R AT A 1 B R A B 2E T ORI, TR 2 S B
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Z R RO o 58 R A (5 & | (Barnes, 2004 38) , SC#EE M, SR AR VLA AR 2RI 33 1 2 Y
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2004 35) (HSEFFANAEWIL, AR EE A CHA, B BB IR T L0 IR 1 B b — Lo g e Y =
/NG, A T B N R S O it BRI S A A Ay 1 LT S 2 A ) S O
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RO BEZZL, RS M IS BAREE AR ] - [ /g BEk I S8 WE 7 | ( Barnes, 2004 36) 220t
e, Wt B AR 2R i AR T IR T B — (53R N | ( Barnes, 2004 36) . 1 &L, B F & B 2T
A B AN AE PR R S A D RSk, SN, R R4, bk oo B L2 1T DR 2 MR
FER R R 1 R B, A e [ AR ke A O B8 H 55 | (Barnes, 2004: 36) . R A HAEK A C
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RAEF AR HER AR IS R AR L RIS 1 ] (Bames, 2004; 38) , 1 =41&, W H &
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BRI RBE , AT BARRAE IR E R PO P, Al B R A, H ] R RS, b
Ak B GEBUAE PR , e 9 NAE R AN R A AT 4 4k, fl A B RIBR AN | (Barnes, 2004 : 35) b il ik B AH
BRI AR AR G I EUR e B 55, T 7 P A4 e A R ) S A I L B 4 T
TR AR TG R 25 T T 28, A L LA o R e )tk S R M TG L M — {5 7 AIRR AR, A SR T LR 00
bt AR 25 0T RF T B e R R T, [ e AN — U, B2 R A AR B At i — RS R | (Barnes,
2004 ; 38) . FRIMT, L b AlRE FUR RS AR R 2 il B S RUAR R AR AL, (B A AT AN AR N B e R A
B IORAS 15 R IE T M I TR A S0

R L, SN A AR A 2 22 s B RUAE RS N, (R B A — N 2 D G AT R A T 2
FURBRBOLZE Z 000, —+ = 4R0% B/ 5 10 HLER RO 15, 22 R8I0 O b A5 21 1 i e iy g — e, [ A IR B —
W f] , A ) B e SR 7 B LIRS 26 b A mT REAE AR M 3 195 28 | (Barnes, 2004 39) . i8J2 L HAESR — KR {E
frfl, (B E A E R R D LG b SR 25, BREWREZIENE A O SRR DT 988, 5 4 R
T RE R 1 HAR R At AL ] R T, WA N R T, 1 AR S 2 A e b R 1 T 2
Fedir o AHEE R O TS A [ A AR RS 55 e, At — % 3 b, b R 20 R ] —— AN 38, 2 B g 22— 7 AR
fib ] (Barnes, 2004; 43) , A2 FEM S T e MEMT , — BALG AR 58 SE bl —il RS R iR Rk D HAR L &
WIEb R R, BRI OB Rr E H AR RS T I MR HE I R 2 AR 0k g, (E s ANy, 22 P AT 4T
AR ERE AR A O 7R, DN R A AE St DR [0 19 107 O St R A, DRt b TV AN 2 g L L i
FE A SR ERSIR DL, M RTRE LR A SR BRI A O R MEE BT HER A TR R BT At
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T S BN AE R 2 UGR B MREE R A O parE  wi R B R IR At R
ARG RS, BRI B AL A AR, [ RS 45 A RO Bt 198, — VIR A h 5L | (Barnes, 2004
36) i eI B AR R A (LD iy BB A, A AT L RE S S A8 B2 A O P R 8 O T
B Y A O — A R O B 2 TR B LR Y A LA AR B R, R A AR TR TR 1Y (R AR Y [
IRp , B B R A AL A [ SE R ]
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T, EL R b T — S B R s A Y 5 B AR RN — B A P S T, 7 s B IS AN
SRRl SCAS BB B AR AR RO SCR, . 9, 35 0] ol 22 DU 00, T MR AT 0 MR R A At 2 [ SRR
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W7 b 1 A2 I LT B 28, Ak 2 AN BRI SME R v REME . AN, ZEF42 95 LA ah A1 B b AT 5 Bk iks
LB T8 [ A B 9, ARABEER ] (Barnes, 2004 27) , %3, BURHE BRI Z 18T 00 BT ARE | [ 1k
(7 B | FE B IR A SR BB fl | ( Barnes, 2004 27) . ZEf8H b HEREZEMS B 30 0 H 5 N7 B b
R, W b 1] 380 52 e 2B A I M AN IR 22 ATl 5 AR 4% 2 - S0 19 B 3 2 SO SRR | ARG S b 3 1L IEL A A
AR R AT 2], Rl R b AR a2y w4l o 2 P b R H AR GRES T, [ A BRI IZ R | ( Barnes, 2004 29)
B R ACE  HAE A [ b oS SR AR 8 — TR bl 75 By | AREERRT M HAR T T Z R R R B iy
7% | | (Barnes, 2004: 29) , fi& LA 0] B, 2 BT 4 R R SR PEAR IR BUORAH R, 1B M — 20 4R 7R Y 22 B
FEFHG IR G N TER R O EE  ATAE R, g R RE A N B[RV AN AR A A B B, B
W) IR 8 AR AR RR O T 45 8 RGA | 7 =t AN T RO R TEAT A 4878 I SCA R 5 T i ]
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B VREORAE 22 ST — R M RIS | (Barnes, 2004 39) . BESK [ HAE p9 LR BER A AR L4 (HA
it B BT B 2 M A ] Y 22 S AR VEAT R Y T M IE R 2 AR IR R A R O FL g 2 R
sy AH L AR AR AR SR AR 2 [ R 5 SR B A 25 2 | (Barnes, 2004: 39) , AN#ER M [ 22 78 5 i —
B, B EZR A ISR A A B, e 32 2 [ B = 383 BB AR, U S N A4 A7 T

PO, [ A ROk | R R A 1 BT B PR A REEPE ], BRE] AREENE ] —Jr S S [ A EE ], 5
— 5 T SCAS BB F AR BCR LAY, BT R A AR BCR | OB 05 R (1 4630, 2015:98) o il 12 FL&E
B TR BRI SR AE IR S fR A2, 22l S i T — 8 55 N A s A S . BERN S LR
e I HAR SR AL AP ZE - E sl ihith (B R AEAEBROAR T8, 8 [0 HLAR B S AR A HRRZ S F O AR A IR
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N 1 s L 2 PR i Bl — 05 3 10 LA IE R AP A b g IR B Z B e AR () FL A Wy 1 Y 2 22
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I —BRBA UG SR 1 A SR, T LR R AR AR R IR R RS H CRAA TR R
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SEARAEAE AT R HAD S N —BR S, JFUR MR Z A ORI N, 3 ol B AR 35 090 K O 4 i, 00 EL A 1
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