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Abstract: Against the backdrop of globalization and the Belt and Road Initiative, this paper explores the necessity and
development paths for local application-oriented universities to develop area studies and country-specific studies. Faced
with escalating national strategic needs and the deepening of local opening-up practices, such universities must break
away from homogeneous competition. By taking advantage of geographical proximity, industrial relevance, and
distinctive resource endowments, they can pursue a differentiated development path. Based on positioning logic, this
paper demonstrates the threefold necessity of serving local development, realizing disciplinary specialization, and
cultivating application-oriented talents. It further puts forward three major pillars: constructing a disciplinary system
highlighted by interdisciplinary integration, regional focus, and dynamic openness, establishing a practice-oriented
talent training model with industry-education integration, and building a teaching team with combined full-time and
part-time teachers as well as cross-border collaboration. Finally, in view of the bottlenecks in resources, evaluation
mechanisms, and featured development, it stresses achieving breakthroughs through university-government-enterprise
coordination, evaluation reform, and brand refinement. Deeply rooted in local regions, local application-oriented
universities can develop Area and Country Studies into a key underpinning for serving the national opening-up strategy
and high-quality local development.
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