030
(é/ Asia-Pacific Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Intellectual Resonance in Times of Shared Crisis:
A Study on the Cultural Mutual Assistance between Modern
Chinese Reformists and Anti—Colonial Intellectuals

in Southeast Asia

HE Yang

College of Science & Technology Ningbo University, China
Received: March 11, 2026 Accepted: April 15, 2026 Published: June 30, 2026

To cite this article: HE Yang. (2026). Intellectual Resonance in Times of Shared Crisis: A Study on the Cultural Mutual
Assistance between Modern Chinese Reformists and Anti — Colonial Intellectuals in Southeast Asia. Asia-Pacific Journal of
Humanities and Social Sciences, 6(2), 030-038, DOI: 10. 53789/j. 1653-0465. 2026. 0602. 005

To link to this article: https: //doi. org/10. 53789/j. 1653-0465. 2026. 0602. 005

Abstract: From the mid-19th to the early 20th century, China and Southeast Asian nations were both subjected to
the shocks of Western colonial expansion. Driven by the common goal of “national salvation and survival,”
intellectuals from both regions engaged in cultural mutual assistance through channels such as newspapers and journals,
overseas studies, and folk networks, fostering a cross—regional and transnational resonance of anti—colonial thought.
This paper focuses on the interactions between Chinese reformists and anti-colonial intellectuals in Southeast Asia,
exploring the historical context, dissemination pathways, and practical impact of their intellectual resonance. It aims to
reveal the unique value of cultural mutual assistance in modern anti—colonial struggles and provide historical insights for
the contemporary cultural exchange and mutual learning between China and Southeast Asian countries.
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