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Abstract: With the continuous deepening of the “Belt and Road” Initiative and the implementation of the RCEP
agreement, the dissemination of Chinese tea culture to ASEAN is undergoing a paradigm shift from unidirectional
export to bidirectional co-creation. This paper integrates theories of cross-cultural communication, intangible cultural
heritage (ICH) living transmission, and tourism management to explore the localized evolution, value reconstruction,
and integration pathways of tea-cultural tourism in Chinese tea culture within ASEAN. The study finds that ASEAN
societies engage in deep interaction with Chinese tea culture through the innovation of tea-drinking forms, the
reshaping of social functions, the reinterpreting of cultural meanings, and the embedding of this culture into tourism
experiences. This process has expanded the manifestations of tea ICH, elevating its value from national heritage to a
shared regional resource. Furthermore, it provides a cultural bond and industrial interface for the development of
China- ASEAN tea-cultural tourism themed routes and the construction of a community with a shared future.
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