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Abstract: This paper systematically examines the evolutionary trajectory of foreign trade in Gixi, Zhejiang Province,
spanning the period from 1978 to 2024. Employing a three-dimensional analytical framework of “policy-industry-
market” interaction, the study divides Cixi’s foreign trade history into four distinct phases: Ice-Breaking and
Institutional Exploration (1978-1991), Scale Expansion and Private Sector Dominance (1992-2001), Transformation-
Upgrading and Global Embedding (2002-2012), and Innovation-Led Model Reconfiguration (2013-2024). Research
findings indicate that driven by the synergy of “policy continuity, industrial cluster resilience, and iterative innovation
capacity, ” Cixi has realized a transformative progression—from “relying on external channels to access global markets”
(“borrowing a ship to sail overseas”) to “independent market navigation” (“sailing one’s own ship overseas”), and
further to “smart connectivity with the world. ” This has fostered an open economic system characterized by private
enterprises as the core and global market coverage. Notably, the consistent deepening and expansion of markets in
ASEAN and Southeast Asia run through the entire process, serving as a pivotal manifestation of Cixi’s capabilities in
“seeking change” and “adapting to change.” The Cixi experience reveals that the positive interaction between the
vitality of the private economy and institutional innovation constitutes the key to county-level economies’ integration
into globalization, thereby offering a typical case for understanding regional economic development in China.
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