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Abstract: Amid reforms in basic education guided by core competencies, improving the effectiveness of moral
education in primary schools is pivotal to fulfilling the fundamental mission of fostering virtue through education.
However, current practices are constrained by the marginalization of moral education, limited pedagogical approaches,
fragmented home-school-community collaboration, and evaluation systems that overemphasize knowledge acquisition,
all of which hinder the development of students’ essential character and key competencies. Building on a clarification of
the concept and scope of primary school moral education under the core-competencies framework, this paper examines
the root causes of these challenges and proposes systematic optimization in four areas: renewing educational concepts,
innovating practice-oriented implementation systems, strengthening collaborative mechanisms, and improving
evaluation frameworks. These strategies are intended to facilitate a shift from knowledge-centered instruction to literacy-
oriented development and thereby enhance the overall effectiveness of moral education in primary schools.
Keywords: moral education in primary schools; core competencies; educational effectiveness; challenges
and pathways
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