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Abstract: In The Melancholy of Resistance, Laszlé Krasznahorkai’s quintessential postmodern novel, Mrs. Eszter is
vividly portrayed as a power-hungry opportunist. Exploiting the fissures created by the collapse of social order, she
gradually overcomes the constraints of identity and class through marital dependence, sexual barter, violent
manipulation, and an extreme form of pragmatic performativity, ultimately transforming herself from a marginal figure
into the town’s autocrat. Drawing on the performativity theory of Judith Butler and other critics, this paper examines
Mrs. Eszter's trajectory of power and her performative conduct after reaching its apex, with a particular focus on her
performative practices during the continuation of her marriage and at Frau Flamm’s funeral, thereby revealing the
absurd, illusory, and performative nature of power in the postmodern age.
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