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Abstract: Amid the interlocking Earth system crises of climate change, biodiversity loss, pervasive pollution, energy
insecurity, and social inequality, ecological civilization has increasingly emerged as a comprehensive concern bearing on
the form of modern civilization, modes of social production, and the future of humanity. This special section on
“Translation and Introduction of Foreign Ecological Civilizations” presents ten representative studies addressing key
issues including ecological Marxism, ecosocialism, the ecological welfare state, ecocide, critiques of ecological
modernization, energy transition, Earth system crisis, and social-ecological reproduction. Collectively, these studies
demonstrate that ecological crisis cannot be reduced to technological inadequacy, failures of governance, or
unsustainable individual consumption. Rather, it must be understood in relation to the historical structures of capital
accumulation, expanding commodification, state regulation, technological politics, and global inequality. Ecological
civilization therefore exceeds conventional formulations of “green development” pointing instead towards a systemic
reconfiguration of human-nature relations, modes of production and everyday life, forms of labour and value, and the
global governance order. By presenting recent theoretical developments and debates in international scholarship, this
special section seeks to inform research on ecological civilization in China, expand the interpretive horizons of Marxist
ecology, and contribute to responses to contemporary challenges of ecological governance.
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