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Abstract: Based on John Bellamy Foster’s lecture “Ecological Civilisation, Ecological Revolution: An Ecological
Marxist Perspective”, this paper systematically expounds the dialectical interrelations among ecological civilisation,
ecological Marxism, and ecological revolution, and traces the theoretical origins and practical significance of the concept
of ecological civilisation. The paper points out that the concept of ecological civilisation first emerged in Soviet ecological
thought in the 1980s and subsequently became a central category in Chinese Marxism. In contrast to Western cultural
theorist Jeremy Lent’s attempt to dissociate China’s conception of ecological civilisation from ecological Marxism, Foster
argues that the concept of ecological civilisation is in fact a historical product of the development of ecological Marxism,
and that any attempt to separate the two amounts to a denial of the revolutionary implications of ecological
transformation. In contemporary China, the construction of ecological civilisation is not merely a topdown policy but a
profound social transformation driven by selfmobilisation from both above and below, pointing towards a new form of
ecological communism. The paper further emphasises that the notion of ecological civilisation is inconceivable in any
meaningful sense outside a society engaged in building socialism. A genuine ecological revolution must transcend the
logic of capitalism itself and incorporate the concept of the “environmental proletariat” as a new agent of change. The
paper concludes that Marx’s theory of metabolic rift, together with Engels’s dialectics of nature, provides a scientific
foundation for ecosocialism and offers an important theoretical pathway for the construction of a socialist ecological
civilisation in the 21st century.
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Source: Foster, J. B. (2022). Ecological Civilisation, Ecological Revolution: An Ecological Marxist Perspective.
Monthly Review, 74(05).
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