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Abstract: In the influential new book Marx in the Anthropocene: Towards the Idea of Degrowth Communism, Japanese
academic Kohei Saito argues that Karl Marx made a theoretical breakthrough in later life. He abandoned his earlier
interest in the development of productive forces and the possibilities raised by this for the realization of socialism. Marx
intensively studied a range of topics including soil science and communal societies in this time and became what Saito
refers to as a degrowth communist. Relatedly, according to Saito, Marx’s ecological work had a different character to
that of Friedrich Engels. Saito bases his analysis on a careful analysis of Marx’s written work, including previously
unpublished notebooks as well as theoretical engagements with theories of metabolism and metabolic rift. He shows
how this remains relevant today in developing an ecological socialism that is cognizant of natural limits to growth and
therefore capable of addressing capitalism’s unsustainable relationship to the natural world. Saito argues strongly that
socialists cannot rely on technological solutions to ecological breakdown. His conception of ecological Marxism tends to
play down discussions of socialist and working-class strategy. However, it nevertheless contributes much to our
understanding of Marx as a non-determinist and non-Eurocentric thinker as well as someone whose work was
grounded in materialist ecological thought.
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[1] Carrington, D. (2023). Insanity: Petrostates planning huge expansion of fossil fuels, says UN report. The Guardian.



039

Camilla Royle XIAO Hua

S 2 [ A BRI TE H £ A M B AR O R, TE R, ZEGREEE T, AR R IE B AR AR A
B - 38 5 BN S B UL T30 1 7 B0 1, R S0 I 25 1) R BRSSPI b b [N 3 28 8 BRI BTG S
Bk,

75 Jok V- IR SR 2 VR N v ) 1 S 8 e g R A 38 Rl 8 5 v e RS Smrh ML 1Y
SIS TRTIINES . S R AR R SRR Y, a2 B RS v U Y — Se R P AR A T PR, 4
FE A F 2 B A R AR JIE — B AR C 2 A B WIS 2, IR B3 18 — FH AR St 2 LUGE N
M A USRI B E A R R A K, I ARRE R S R AR E R T
Jrids . Ko ve I S FONE B AT T RN 0 IR DL BN [ A SEAE B A R4 0 AR 32 2888 AR b 2 T A B R
Fo, [FIRFL O R HE /R B A 32 28 5 R 1Y B B AR | 0 AR LA BRI E —RY R 1 AT W] Hh i

5 1 ST AR AR i S B N BN 52 B iR G T ELHBLEN 38 1 T B2 5 B\ SR I R 6 3 G
OSSR T, SRR SRS v T AR B A LEE B v 2 ¥ U (0 B R (AU B 55 B A AR A
S, AR FARTIAT e R o 2 A K2 (9 C N BEE R ARGR) ( Capital in the Anthropocene ) 5318 ik 561
FEEMO) ) BRI B R E - S B R R R e 2 AR A AR BER 50 B  BUIA AR R AT
( Karl Marx’s Ecosocialism: Capital, Nature , and the Unfinished Critique of Political Economy) | 2 | §iTJ& B 55
S T 8 R A TE S PR AC s B T DA R P G B SR A I B L Y SR P i AL, T
FETARER e %) C AR v i) B e S 28 o) 5 0 R L 2 38 ) PR RO 35 B R TR ) vhy | DR R R BURE 235 8
Epbrai . &5 R RUE R T AR, R H A AR S BHCHIR B - F5 T v FE e A ST [ A
By, R R AR AR R T A 38 [ /K e VR BR R 460, o 2 R B 9 R e T R S B SR AT AR AR
e B AR TE R, R I8 B P A - BR R T S AN (SROE PR AE BB B2 R )

0% e P v e PO O 2 28 TE A FLTR U B8 — Rl E A TR AR . RIR Al 3k 2 st e nB A i A Rt e 20 K
R E MR R AR . BRIELL R E AR R AR 1 B A 3k A R 2 B K TR AR A 4k T L)
WO A RE R R, MR R R T ST AR TR S A AL T Ak B A B A PR A A R B0l
FURAE [z EBREE R 1F A MR {5138, 20 THAC 50 ARFRRRISHED 7110 J5 3 BH % Mg | SO 55 0 1 v 0 30 B
25 00) i T 2R 5 B ) MR 7K SO T AR B K B e ER R A, AR RE R BT T AT (BRI AH B T ST R4 T v
AERERRAE LIS ) | BRI [R]IRE 705 e S A T2 I 5 v D 2 7k 4448 T 2 AR O S SR 2 L R TR 5% 1 S BR Rt
FIRERE o4 HHE A% BEAUARE: , 2011 AF AR 55 56 — A% 7R i R O 1% | A% A B 45 VB 1) R 460 1 JRL B 78 0 B
B, 18 WA R B H AT AR RS A A8 I DR A5 v 3 AEL ., A B BSR40 B A ] 28 A 1 ok
B IR AR B | R AR LA T 2R R A BB A 0 SRR R 35, ©

TR e (T oY B R ORGE B T A A TR T SR RCTE B L R T R AR 2 LS e
BRI, 7 2 S I p A G IR 0 A SCAS HE AT AR 0 A R, o R SR A I e SELHA AR G i
MEGA J# H ( Marx-Engels-Gesamtausgabe , Bl 55 5@ R 245 ) ) A% A m] BB A R T2 5e . ASSFam
B a2 e e A L A S A R P B A R BB B A R G . L SR S LAY TE 1868 ARAR BRI RE T

[1] Dooley, B., & Ueno, H. (2023). Can shrinking be good for Japan? A Marxist best seller makes the case. The New York Times.

[2] Saito, K. (2017). Karl Marxs ecosocialism: Capital, nature, and the unfinished critique of political economy. New York: Monthly Review
Press.

[3] Hickel, J. (2020). Less is more: How degrowth will save the world. London: Penguin Random House.

[4] Dreyer, J. (2023). A giant inland sea is now a desert, and a warning for humanity. The New York Times.

[5] Smith, R. (2020). Chinas engine of environmental collapse. London: Pluto Press. Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung. (2023, September 5). Capital
in the anthropocene—book premiere with Kohei Saito [ Video]|. YouTube. hitps: //www. youtube. com/watch?v=-kVLqoKYdn8§.
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[1] Saito, K. (2022). Marx in the Anthropocene: Towards the idea of degrowth communism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

[2] Burkett, P. (1999). Marx and nature: A red green perspective. New York: St. Martins Press.

[3] Foster, J. B. (1999). Marxs theory of metabolic rift: Classical foundations for environmental sociology. American Journal of Sociology, 105
(2), 366-405.

[4] Foster, J. B., & Clark, B. (2018). The robbery of nature. Monthly Review, 70 (3).

[5] Ibid.

[6] Saito, K. (2017). Karl Marxs ecosocialism: Capital, nature, and the unfinished critique of political economy. New York: Monthly Review
Press; Royle, C. (2019). Marx and the robbery of the soil and the worker. International Socialism, 163.
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[1] Saito, K. (2022). Marx in the Anthropocene: Towards the idea of degrowth communism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

[2] OConnor, J. (1988). Capitalism, nature, socialism: A theoretical introduction. Capitalism Nature Socialism, 1 (1): 11-38; Royle, C.
(2021b). Ecological Marxism. Handbook of Marxism and post-Marxism. London: Routledge.

[3] Burkett, P. (2006). Two stages of ecosocialism Implications of some neglected analyses of ecological conflict and crisis. International Journal
of Political Economy, 35 (3), 23-45.

[4] Marx, K. (1976). Capital (Vol. 1). London: Penguin.

[5] Foster, J. B. (2023). Engels and the second foundation of Marxism. Monthly Review, 75 (2).

[6] Moore, J. (2023). On capitalogenic climate crisis: Unthinking man, nature and the anthropocene, and why it matters for planetary justice.
Real-World Economics Review, 106, 123-134.
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Ibid.

Saito, K. (2022). Marx in the Anthropocene: Towards the idea of degrowth communism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Marx, K. & Engels F. (1848). Manifesto of the Communist Party. London: Pluto Press.

Graham, N. (2021). Forces of production, climate change and Canadian fossil capitalism. Chicago: Haymarket Books.

Saito, K. (2022). Marx in the Anthropocene: Towards the idea of degrowth communism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Ibid.
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Huber, M. (2023). The problem with degrowth. Jacobin.

Ibid.

Saito, K. (2022). Marx in the Anthropocene: Towards the idea of degrowth communism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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