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Abstract: After three decades observing the hopes and harms of technological change, Grunwald essays the possibility
of a ‘ good Anthropocene.’ We respond by situating his policy and governance recommendations in the context of
other anthropological and theoretical work regarding responsible engineering. Forward-looking proposals for
engineering and technology policy should advance past the ecomodernist paradigm to address three concerns: (i) How
will good Anthropocene policies distribute the material and symbolic capital of leadership roles for engineering and
environment? (ii) How can we respectfully bid farewell to prior forms of confidence in reflexive modernization, now
that these seem increasingly incompatible with recognition that narratives of technological futures have their own
efficacy — one that may be conservative in effect even while it talks of progress? (iii) For which patches of the
Anthropocene will we concede the impossibility of any deliberate human leadership?
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