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Abstract: The “socio-ecological fix” has become increasingly popular to understand a possible and future energy
transition off fossil fuels within the confines of capitalist social relations of production. The concept emerges and builds
off David Harvey’s famous “spatial fix” concept to understand how capitalism can temporarily transcend the current
climate crisis. The “socio-ecological fix” helps see how capitalist crises and fixes are economic and environmental at the
same time, inter twined together. Through a review of the literature that develops the “socio- ecological fix” concept,

I make two clear arguments. First, I argue that the concept is trapped in a specific historical understanding of 20th -

century capitalism that goes through crisis and fixes. According to this framework, from which the “socio-ecological
fix” functions within, the capitalist mode of production is here to stay indefinitely and can only be reformed through
series of fixes. This understanding of capitalism not only downplays class struggle but also has too much of a narrow
sense of politics in the context of the ongoing climate crisis. Second, I argue that this understanding of history largely
ignores the potential for revolutionary ruptures that create social systems entirely at odds with capital. The severity of
the climate crisis suggests that moving further into the 21st century will not allow such clean fixes. The climate crisis
will make revolutionary ruptures not only possible, but inevitable.
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[1] Ekers, M., & Prudham, S. (2017). The metabolism of sociological fixes: Capital switching, spatial fixes, and the production of nature.
Annals of the American Association of Geographers, 107, 1370-1388.

[2] Ekers, M., & Prudham, S. (2018). The socioecological fix: Fixed capital, metabolism, hegemony. Annals of the American Association of
Geographers, 108, 17-34.

[3] Ibid.

[4] McCarthy, J. (2015). A socioecological fix to capitalist crisis and climate change? The possibilities and limits of renewable energy.
Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space, 47, 2485-2502.

(5] FAHE],H 107,

[6] Tickell, A., & Peck, J. (1992). Accumulation, regulation and the geographies of Post-Fordism: Missing links in regulationist research.
Progress in Human Geography, 16, 190-218.

[7] Jessop, B., & Sum, N.-L. (2006). The regulation approach and beyond: Putting capitalist in their place. Edward Elgar.

[8] Smith, N. (2010). The revolutionary imperative. Antipode, 41, 50-65.
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[1] McCarthy, J. (2015). A socioecological fix to capitalist crisis and climate change? The possibilities and limits of renewable energy.
Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space, 47, 2485-2502.

[2] Castree, N., & Christophers, B. (2015). Banking spatially on the future: Capital switching, infrastructure, and the ecological fix. Annals
of the Association of American Geographers, 105, 378-386.

[3] Malm, A. (2016). Fossil capital. London: Verso.

[4] Energy Information Administration (2020). Electricity explained: Electricity in the United States. Retrieved from https: //www. cia. gov/

energyexined/ electricity/ electricity-in-the-us. php.
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[1] Lenin, V.I. (1966). The state and revolution. In H. M. Christman (Ed. ), Essential works of Lenin, pp. 271-364. Bantham Books.
[2] Bernes, J. (2018). The belly of the revolution: Agriculture, energy, and the future of communism. In B. Bellamy, & J. Diamanti (Eds. ),
Materialism and the critique of energy (pp. 331-375). Chicago, IL: MCM’ Press.
[3] Aglietta, M. (2001). A theory of capitalist regulation: The US experience. London: Verso.
4] Block, F. (1977). The ruling class does not rule: Notes on the Marxist theory of the state. Socialist Revolution, 33, 6-28.
] Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (2018). Global Warming of 1. 5°C. Retrieved from https: //www. ipcc. ch/sr15/.

[
[5
[6] Lenin, V.I. (1966). The state and revolution. In H. M. Christman (Ed. ), Essential works of Lenin (pp. 271-364). Bantham Books.
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