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Abstract: The Holocene epoch in geological history of the last 10, 000 - 12, 000 years has given way to a new
geological epoch which natural scientists are calling the Anthropocene, marked by humanity’s emergence as the main
driver of change in the Earth system as a whole, threatening the future of civilization, a majority of ecosystems on the
planet, and the human species itself. From a historical-materialist perspective, this planetary emergency constitutes a
crisis of civilization. Human civilization arose in the relatively benign environment of the Holocene. In contrast, the
Anthropocene is an epoch of increased ecological constraints and dangers, marked by what has been called the Great
climacteric, objectively requiring the creation of a new more sustainable society, or ecological civilization. The making
of such an ecological civilization is closely linked to the long revolutionary transition from capitalism to socialism.
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[1] Angus, I. (2016). Facing the Anthropocene. New York: Monthly Review Press; Kolbert, E. (2014). The Sixth Extinction. New York:
Henry Holt and Co.
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[ 1] Hamilion, C. & J. Grinevald. (2015). “Was the Anthropocene Anticipated?” The Anthropocene Review 2 (1): 59-72; Wark, M. (2015).
Molecular Red: Theory for the Anthropocene. London: Verso.

[2] Burton, I. & R. W. Kates. (1986). “The Great Climacteric, 1798-2048: The Transition to a Just and Sustainable Human Environment. ”
In Geography, Resources and Environment, edited by R. W. Kates and I. Burton, vol. 2, 339-60. Chicago: University of Chicago.

[3] Ibid., p. 60.

[4] Burkett, P. (2005). “Marx’s Vision of Sustainable Human Development. ” Monthly Review 57 (5): 34-62.

[5] MecNeill, J. R. & P. Engelke. (2014). The Great Acceleration. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press; Angus, 1. (2016). Facing the
Anthropocene. New York: Monthly Review Press.
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(1] BRI H 16, dat. AR 2006 4RRT, H 569,

[2] Sweezy, P. M. (1989a). “Capitalism and the Environment. ” Monthly Review, 41 (2): 1-10.

[3] Ibid., p. 6.

[4] Sweezy, P. M. (1980). Post—Revolutionary Society. New York: Monthly Review Press.

[5] Foster, J. B. (2011). “Capitalism and the Accumulation of Catastrophe.” Monthly Review 63 (7): 1-17.
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[1] Anderson, K. (2012). “Climate Change Going Beyond Dangerous—Brutal Numbers and Tenuous Hope. ” Development Dialogue September:

Ibid. , p. 29.

Childe, G. (1954). What Happened in History. London: Penguin Books.
Fourier, C. (1971). Design for Utopia. New York: Schocken Books.

Beecher, J. (1986). Charles Fourier. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Beckert, S. (2015). The Empire of Cotton. New York: Vintage.
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[2] Ibid., p. 558; Saito, K. (2016). “Marx’s Ecological Notebooks.” Monthly Review 67 (9): 25-42.
[3] Fedorov, E. K. (1972). Man and Nature. Moscow: Progress Publishers.
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Mumford, L. (1961). The City in History. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.

Mumford, L. (1944). The Condition of Man. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.

Mumford, L. (1967). Technics and Human Development. Vol. 1 of The Myth of the Machine. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.
Thompson, E. P. (1982). Beyond the Cold War. New York: Pantheon.
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[ 1] Bahro, R. (1994). Avoiding Social and Ecological Disaster. Bath: Gateway Books.

[2] Diamond, J. (2011). Collapse. London: Penguin.

(3] (Brul R &R 4 4 %, 30T AR MR 2006 4FA7, H 400,

[4] Moore, J. W. (2015a). Capitalism in the Web of Life. London: Verso.

[5] Luxemburg, R. (2004). The Rosa Luxemburg Reader. New York: Monthly Review Press.
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