159 é
ZHOU Yuanyuan (/

Stevenson’s Contradictory Writing and

His Identity Dilemma in The Beach of Falesd

ZHOU Yuanyuan

Sichuan International Studies University, China
Received: June 7, 2026 Accepted: July 10, 2026 Published: September 30, 2026

To cite this article: ZHOU Yuanyuan. (2026). Stevenson’s Contradictory Writing and His Identity Dilemma in The Beach of
Falesd. Asia-Pacific Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences, 6(3), 159-166, DOI: 10. 53789/j. 1653—-0465. 2026. 0603. 017
To link to this article: https: //doi. org/10. 53789/j. 1653-0465. 2026. 0603. 017

The research is supported by the Postgraduate Scientific Research Innovation Project of Sichuan

International Studies University, 2023 (No. SISU2023YZ040).

Abstract: The Beach of Falesd, written by Stevenson in his last years, broke away from his traditional male-centered
adventure stories and the prevalent imperial myths by presenting a white man’s courtship of an indigenous woman and
offering positive portrayals of her. Existing studies tended to examine the text from post-colonial perspective, yet failed
to transcend the binary criticism framework of subversion and conspiracy. In particular, they failed to effectively
illustrate the regression at the end of the story, where the white protagonist again falls into anxiety over finding white
husbands for his mixed-race daughters. The question of “I'd like to know where I'm to find the whites” appears as the
most valuable metaphor in this novel. This contradictory narrative is an embodiment of the author’s projection of his
own experiences onto the colonial scene, with textual fissures serving as a self-articulation of his own identity
predicament. In the political space of the beach as a “contact zone”, the indigenous woman Uma achieves reversal of
the colonial authority with her wisdom. This turning implies the resolution of colonial crisis requires resorting to the
indigenous wisdom of the colonized, yet subtly maintains the hierarchical logic of imperial ideology. Through the
intertextual weaving of the narrator and the author, the ending of this novel reveals Stevenson’s core dilemma as a
double exile, trapped in his longing for Home and the reality of compulsive exile. He attempted to seek identity
expansion through writing and rebuild connections with Scotland, while the gap between the exiles and their belonging
to the homeland could not be bridged.
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