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Abstract: Previous studies have paid insufficient attention to the comparative investigation of the semantic evolution
pathways involved in the lexicalization of verb-noun compound adjectives in Chinese and English. Based on
Construction Grammar theory and corpus data, this study conducts a synchronic and diachronic comparative analysis
of Chinese and English verb-noun compound adjectives, focusing on the semantic characteristics of their internal
constituents, overall semantic categories, and constructional evolution pathways. The findings reveal that Chinese and
English verb-noun compound adjectives both originate from the Action-Patient construction and undergo semantic
restructuring during the process of lexicalization. Significant differences are observed between the two languages in
terms of constituent selection and overall semantic development. Chinese tends to favor the integration of weak verbs +
abstract nouns, with evaluative meanings dominating the overall semantics. English, by contrast, shows a preference for
the combination of strong verbs + concrete nouns, with physical-attribute meanings prevailing and more evident traces of the
original action events retained. The historical origins of the two languages and their constructional evolution pathways
exert a significant influence on the semantic formation of verb-noun compound adjectives.
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